268                                                                                    Akbar
that has no point of satiation; one conquest leads to another, then
another till there are no more territories to be conquered. Like
other great conquerors, Akbar realized the futility of it all not
before he saw the angel of death hovering over his head. Tibet
and Turan eluded his grasp. Time was not on his side. The ninety
days he spent in Kashmir was a period of stock-taking, of com-
munion with himself and to ascertain the Divine will which he
believed sustained him. He returned to Lahore refreshed, ready
to silence with a firm hand the voices of disobedience from the
distant Sultanates of the south. What was more, he was determin-
ed to bring to their knees the royal princes known to be straining
at the leash to wage a full-scale war to decide as to who would
rule Hindustan after his death.
There is invariably a gap between what one is and what others
think he is. The world knows Akbar to be a great conqueror and
administrator; he was much more besides. Akbar's disputations
with himself are a saga of inner conflict which has yet to be placed
in its proper perspective. Many historians have referred to his
secret dialogues with the Deity, but none has attempted to
reconstruct a credible picture of what exactly transpired inside
his mercurial mind. Abul Fazl often goes behind the scenes to
read Akbar's mind, but he is too servile a chronicler to be worthy
-of credence in matters related directly to the personality of the
Emperor. Abdul Qadir Badaouni goes to the other extreme; he
loses trustworthiness because of his purblind religious fanaticism.
His virulent criticisms of Akbar's experiments with tolerance are
.so one-sided as to make his testimony totally unreliable. Few
others have attempted an analysis of Akbar's mind.
Akbar's campaign in the north-west was marked by acts of
unmatched heroism by Mirza Aziz Koka,* Rajas Man Singh,
Todar Mai and Bhagwan Das, Amir Abul Fateh and Abdur
Rahim Khan-i-Khanan. It is surprising that Akbar himself took
no part in actual fighting at any front. He remained entrenched
at Attock for over three months. After the death of Birbal in
fighting against the Yusufzais, he moved out in rage to take the
field himself against the elusive tribal foe, but he was persuaded
*Mirza Aziz Koka won twenty-three battles against the Yusufzais and
Raushanias before he asked for reinforcements to strike a knockout blow
-against the dissident tribes.